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This is the report of the Technical Committee on Microphones and Applications meeting held in conjunction with the AES 123rd Convention in New York, October 6th 2007.
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Minutes from the last meeting in Vienna were accepted as written. However, one specific issue triggered a discussion regarding the still ongoing work of SC 04-04 on microphone specification. This work has been going on for many years now. It seems like only a few of the manufacturers actually are interested in getting this work finished. Most marketing departments do not like the figures obtained in a quasi peak noise measurement as it will reveal the so-called popcorn noise in condenser microphones. While good quality microphones typically show a nearly uniform 11 dB offset between A-weighted rms and ITU-R quasi-peak, microphones with noisy electronics show much higher quasi-peak readings. This noise typically doesn’t appear in measurements using rms detection, slow averaging and A-weighting. In the discussion it was pointed out that it might be a solution to form a Microphone Manufacturers Association by those companies interested in order to get a standard published, if consensus couldn’t be reached in the standards committee working group.
The TC-MA want to urge the SC04-04 to get the work finished.

Upcoming events

AES 124 Amsterdam, May 2008: The tutorial on microphone matrixes presented by Geoff Martin and Helmut Wittek in New York will be repeated at the European convention.

A paper on microphone specifications should be proposed for a convention soon.  David Josephson will consider a proposal, probably for AES 125. This paper might include what it means legally to publish specifications, why so few are able to come up with proper figures, and what the tolerances on the spec sheet actually mean. 

It is known that there are workshops prepared on multi channel techniques. The white paper on multi channel / surround miking is also expected to be published in advance of or in connection with AES 124.

The group finally discussed a tutorial that would present different tonmeisters/sound engineers and their preference for the miking of a specific instrument. The individual presenter should demonstrate what kind of microphones that were used for a given set-up, introduce the specifications on these microphones and explain why these specific choices would work in this set-up. Besides, he or she should explain what to listen for in the adjustment of the setup. A number of names of possible presenters came up:

· Mikkel Nymann, DPA Microphones  (min@dpamicrophones.com)

· Steve Albini, Chicago (sa@electrical.com)
· Eberhard Sengpiel (esengpiel@t-online.de)

· Daniel Salet, Conservatoire de Paris

This tutorial will be suggested for AES125.
Finally a workshop on high order directional microphones and arrays was discussed. It looked like it would not be possible to gather a sufficient number of presenters, as much of the new work being done at the moment is patent pending.
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