Minutes of the 14th Meeting of the AES Technical Committee on Signal Processing

14th Meeting called to order at the 116th Convention, Berlin, 5:00 – 6:00, 10 May 2004,
by Christoph M. Musialik, European co-chair.

The most important topic discussed during the meeting was the AES CD project:

1. A few days before AES convention Robert Maher sent the email about the status of the TC_SP CD project. He reported that the musical part of the CD was almost ready, but he has still been waiting for the description part necessary for the booklet. He seemed to be confident of finishing the project until the next AES Convention in San Francisco. His report did not include any further details. 
The members of the TC_SP have expressed their doubts that the AES SF deadline can be kept. They urgently recommend Rob to present via email a detailed list of the tasks, responsible persons, deadlines, and current status (like in a project management process). The responsible persons (see also minutes of the 13th meeting) have to confirm the deadlines. In problematic cases new replacement candidates has to be found.


2. Shortly before AES Convention Jim Jonston offered new free recordings to download from his ftp server. During the meeting also Mark Sandler informed about interesting collection of free music samples which can be ordered from the following website:
staff.aist.go.jp/m.goto/RWC-MDB for research purposes (¥ 9000).  The general meaning of the meeting attendees was that we should not use too much different kinds of music if it is not absolutely necessary. We should create the examples mostly based on the piano music delivered by Stanley (to increase the concentration grade on the presented phenomena).


3. The idea of including Matlab code executing different audio phenomena like various kinds of dithering and noise shaping would be useful, but probably not feasible until the AES Convention in San Francisco, because of different compatibility and legal problems with Matlab. Therefore we should skip this idea for the first CD issue.


4. The description part was discussed: a short printed form for the booklet and longer electronic, platform-independent form (probably html, because of problems with pdf). It has to be planed enough time for the booklet review before final printing.


5. Stanley Lipshitz confirmed his contribution to preparation of the description for the dithering/noise_shaping sound examples created by Werner Oomen within the next few months.


6. It was said that Ronald Aarts had confirmed the CD fabrication by  Philips (true?).

The signal processing workshop proposed by Ronald for San Francisco has been mentioned. The attendees wish a more precise description of the idea behind the workshop via email.

The chairman’s question about proposals for other future activities was answered in a very practical way: the attendees agreed that all free manpower should be devoted to the current CD project in order to get it finished asap. All members and sympathizers of TC_SP are asked helping in realization of the CD project. 

For presentation of future activity ideas a more intensive use of TC_SP website has been asked (a kind of idea’s corner).

It has been proposed to update the mailing list by merging the lists of the attendees of the last few meetings with the current committee list. 

Chris Travis has asked for somebody (native signal processing) who would be interested to attend the future IEEE meetings regarding floating point stochastic rounding (standard 754). 

The next TC_SP meeting will be held at the upcoming 117th AES Convention in San Francisco in October 2004.
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