[bookmark: _GoBack]Technical Committee on Microphones and Applications

Report on TC meeting held in conjunction with the 135th AES convention 
New York, NY, USA, October 17th 2013 

Attendees:	
Helmut Wittek, Schoeps, wittek@schoeps.de
Hans Rickehof, Schoeps, rickehof@schoeps.de
John Woodgate, JMWA, jmw@jmwa.demon.co.uk
Adel Hinawi, adelhinawi@yahoo.com
Tad Rollow, Sennheiser, aesemail@rollow.net
Mark Gilbert, Shure, mgilbert@shure.com
Deborah Reeves, deb.reeves@gmail.com
David Ranada, dtranada@aol.com
Bob Schulein, BBS Consultants, schulein@ameritech.net
Christopher Struck, CJS Labs, cjs@cjs-labs.com
Eddy Bøgh Brixen, EBB-consult/DPA Microphones, ebb@ebb-consult.com

The meeting was convened by chair Eddy B. Brixen. 

Report from AES134
The report was accepted as written. However, a couple of items were discussed:

Re.: Workshop on microphone specifications organized for AES135
This took place just prior to the TCMA-meeting. The workshop had a high attendance and was well received. Unfortunately, there was not enough time for Q&A/discussion. 

Re. Measurement of wind induced noise (Neumann, Schoeps, DPA Microphones). 
Comment from JW: This topic is already a part of IEC 60.268-4. If new information is available it would be good for improvement of the standard. A round robin test would be preferred. However, history has proven this very time consuming. MG: If three parties can provide information to share, this is faster.  

AES International Conference on Microphone Technology
EBB: The conference has been postponed for at least one year. This has happened due to the lack of a clear whish from manufacturers to contribute to the conference, due to the lack of relevant papers and due to the fact that there has been some (surprising) diverted understandings of the word “technology”.  In British English, this term relates to the development and design/construction of microphones. In American English also the understanding “technology of use” applies; this normally is understood as “microphone techniques”. It should be underlined that the use of term “technology” in the title of a conference mostly is related to the British English understanding.    

There was a consensus that a fair number of manufacturers/universities must commit themselves to deliver papers prior to the organization of a conference. 

TR: The research presented should be original but not necessarily first presentations as some relevant topics may already have been presented at the IEEE or other organizations like that. There is a lot of research which manufacturers will not share. However, from an educational point of view, there also is a lot of things, that people don’t know.

CS: Microphones are build into an increasing number of devices. We also have to adapt the conference to people that want to put a microphone in their product, but having very little knowledge about it. Also there must be possibilities for demonstrating different technologies of which people have heard about, but never heard themselves.

The comments of the TCMA is directed to David Josephson in order to restart the preparation of the conference. 

Proposals for upcoming conventions
AES136 in Berlin: the workshop on specifications is repeated (but leaving more time for Q&A).

HR: A question raised during this convention’s workshop: How can I know that the microphone data are valid? Would it be an idea to let one person/company do comparable measurements of a number of microphones (different brands)? Today all data published are provided by the manufacturers. 

JW: Miking for induction loop systems / assistive listening systems is a topic not taken much care of. This could be a topic for a workshop. 

Emerging trends
A couple of presentations at AES135 indicated some of the trends both regarding technology and applications:

Proposal of Optical Wave Microphone and Physical Mechanism of Sound Detection, by Toshiyuki Nakamiya and Yoshito Sonoda (Paper Number: 8924).

Portable Spherical Microphone for Super Hi-Vision 22.2 Multichannel Sound, by Kimio Hamasaki, Kentaro Matsui,  Toshiyuki Nishiguchi, and Kazuho Ono. (Paper Number: 8922).

Also, the still expanding use of microphone arrays is seen as a trend.

Any other business
No other business.

Minutes by Eddy B. Brixen
