Technical Committee on Microphones and Applications

Report on TC meeting held in conjunction with the 130th AES convention, London, UK, May 14th, 2011 

Attendees:


Darren Jennings, London College of Music, darrennt.jenningsa@gmail.com
Josh Fairhead, London College of Music, josh.a.fairhead@gmail.com
Remi Galibert, ENS Louis-Lumiere, Paris, rgl@hotmail.fr
Helmut Wittek, Schoeps, wittek@schoeps.de
David Josephson (vice chair), dlj@josephson.com
Eddy B. Brixen (chair), EBB-consult/DPA Microphones, ebb@ebb-consult.com
The meeting was convened by chair Eddy B. Brixen. 

Report from AES129

There was no report as the chair was the only person present at the San Francisco meeting.

Proposals for future convention events

Several topics were discussed basically related to microphone specification/microphone quality. 
One specific idea for the AES131 in NY is a workshop that describes how to optimize the quality of recording, 1: by getting the optimum coupling between microphone and preamp, 2: by listening to the sound source, etc. David Josephson is willing to make a presentation on the basis of his article recently published in the magazine Resolution. Also Helmut Wittek is willing be on the panel. Also an experienced engineer/producer should be on the panel. Proposals: Robin Miller or George Massenburg.

(It should be mentioned that an old idea from an earlier TC-meeting has not yet been realized: A tutorial with the title: Interfacing microphones (or: 10 ways to destroy your microphone signal). Especially problems of passive splitting of microphone signals in live or studio applications should be discussed/presented. Jim Long was mentioned as a panellist. The tutorial should rather cover practical aspects than being a theoretical tour de force.)
Microphone specification

David Josephson reported on the progress in the standards workgroup SC04-04. Most efforts have been put into the liason between AES and the IEC given the opportunity of commenting the IEC 60 468-4. This standard has undergone a revision. However, it is not very specific on the measurement of directional microphones, which leaves us with a different results depending on method applied. The recent revision of the Phantom Power standard should now reduce the interconnectivity problem between microphones and input circuitry. 

New trends

There seem to be an increasing interest on microphones with high directivity. Array designs have been around for years although not much have been published on the topic. Now several papers are being published. The availability of a still increasing processing power makes it more attractive and applicable in new designs.

It was discussed whether this would be a topic for a convention event or for an international conference. Anyway, an event like this lies at least two years ahead from now. In order to obtain a broader interest for a conference the topic may include loudspeakers as well. So “Super directional transducers in audio” could become a kind of working title. To make a conference like that become a success we have to consider how to get a sufficient number of serious presenters. A survey on the topic will be made within the TC.

Other business

David Josephson encouraged the student members present to bring up ideas for future activities as the group to some degree is dominated by manufacturers, which may affect the selection of topics in play. As a result of this microphone maintenance was mentioned.

The next TC-MA meeting will be held in conjunction with the AES131 in NY, October 2011.  
Eddy B. Brixen

